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PITT'S ACT, Fr» 
ro EE r 
SEDITIOUS MEETINGS. 


After reciting that ſeveral aſſemblies, &c. of perſoirs had met for the pur- 


poſe. or under pretext of deliberating on publick. gricwances and agreeing 
on petitions, complaints, remonſtrances, declar ations, or other addreſſes, 
tothe King, or tavo Houſes, or either Houſe of Parliament, and that ſuch | 
meetings may produce calamity and confuſion in the nation. e 


ng's moſt excellent Majeſty, by and with the 
advice and conſent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Com 
mons, in this preſent P: rjiament afembied, and by the authority of 


| The lame, that no merting, of any deſcription of perſons, exceeding the 


S 


number olf fifty perions, (other than and except eny meeting of any 


County, Riding, or diviſion, called by the Lord Lieutenant, Cuſtos 
Rotnjorum, or Sheriff, of ſuch county; or a meeting called by the 


convener of any county or ſtewartry in that part of Great Britain called 


Scotland; or any meeting called by two or more Juſtices of the peace of 
the county or place where ſuch meeting ſhall be holden ; cr any meeting 
of any county, having different ridings or diviſions, calicd by any two 
Juitices of any one or more of ſuch ridings or diviſions ; or any weet= 
ing called by the major part of the Grand Jury of the county, or of the 


_ diviſion of the county, where ſuch meeting ſhall be buJden, at their 
 Generzi Aſſizes or General Quarter Seſſions of the Peace; or any meet- 
ing of any City, or Borough, or Town Corporate, called by the Mayor 


or other Head Othcey of iuch City or Borough, or Ion Corporate; 
er any meeting of any ward or diviſion o any City or Town Corporate, 


called by the Alderman or other Head Oikcer of ſuch ward or diviton 5 


or any meeting of any corporate body), ſhall be holden, tor the purpoſe 


or on the pretext of conſidering cf or preparing any petition, complaint, 


remonſtrance, or declaration, or other addrels, to the King, or to both 
Houſes, or either Houſe of Parliament, for alteration of matters eſtahliſh- 
ed in C:.urch or State, or for the purpoſe or on the pretext of delibera- 
ting upon any grievance in Church or State, unleſs notice of the intention 
to hold ſuch meeting, and of the time and place when and where the fame 
ſhall be propoſed to be holden, and of the purpoſe for which the fame ſhall _ 
be propoſed to be holden, ſhall be given, in the names of ſeven perſons 
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at the leaſt, being houſeholders, reſident within the County, City, or 
place where ſuch meeting ſhall be propoſed to be holden, whole places of 
' abode and deſeriptions ſhall be inſerted in ſuch notice, and which notice 
ſhall be given by public advertiſement in ſome public newſpaper uſually 
| circulated in the County and Diviſion where ſuch meeting ſhall be 
: holden five days at the leaſt before ſuch meeting ſhall be holden, or ſhall 
. be delivered in manner herein-after mentioned; and that ſuch notice 
| ſhall not be inſerted in any ſuch newſpaper unleſs the authority to inſert 
ſuch notice ſhall be ſigned by ſeven perſons at leaſt, being houſeholders 
reſident. within the County, City, or place where ſuch meeting ſhall be 
propoſed to be holden, and named in ſuch notice, and unleſs ſuch authe- 
rity, ſo ſigned, ſhall be written at the foot of a true copy of ſuch notice, 
and ſhall be delivered to the perſon required to inſert the ſame in any 
| fuch newſpaper as aforeſaid ; which perſon ſhall cauſe ſuch notice and 
= | Authority to be carefully preſerved, and ſhall alſo, at any time after ſuch 
f | notice ſhall have been inſerted in ſuch paper, and within fourteen days 
Aftter the day on which ſuch meeting ſhall. be had, produce ſuch notice 4 
and authority, and cauſe a true copy thereof (if required) to be delivered "2 
A nl to any Juſtice of the Peace for the County, City, Ton or place, where Ex 
| ſuch perſon ſhall reſide, or where ſuch newſpaper ſhall be printed, and iS 
E: who ſhall require the ſame ; and in caſe any perſon ſhall inſert any ſuch Z 
notice in any newſpaper, without ſuch * er as aforeſaid, or in caſe | 
any perſon to whom any ſuch notice and authority, ſhall have been de- 
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livered for the purpeſe of inſerting ſuch notice in any ſuch newſpaper as * 
. atoreſaid, ſhall refuſe to produce ſuch notice and authority, os to deliver 8 
. 2 true copy thereof, being thr eunto required as aforeſaid, within three * 


days after ſuch production and copy, or either of them, ſhall have been 
ſo required, every ſuch perſon, for every fuch offence, ſhall forfeit the |, 
ſum of fifty pounds to any perſon who ſhall ſue for the ſame. 5 1 
| II. Provided always, neverthelefs, and be it further enacted by the 
| : authority aforeſaid, that it ſhall be lawful to deliver any ſuch notice as 
| aforeſaid, figned by the ſeven perſons in whoſe names ſuch notice ſhall 
be given, with their places of abode, and defcriptions, five days at the 
leaſt before the day on which ſuch meeting ſhall be holden, to the clerk 
of the peace of the County, Riding, or diviſion, within which ſuch mect= 
ing ſhall be propoſed to be holden ; and ſuch clerk of the peace ſhall 
forthwith, and without delay, ſend a true copy of ſuch notice, with 
ſuch ſignatures and additions as aforeſaid, to three Juſtices of the Peace 
at the leaſt, of ſuch County, Riding, or diviſion, then reſident within 
ſuch County, Riding, or diviſion; or in caſe the Juſtices of the Peace 
of the City, Borough, or town, where ſuch meeting ſhall be propoſed 
to he holden, ſhall have excluſive juriſdiction, then to three of ſuch 
Juſtices, if ſo many ſhall then be reſident within ſuch jurifdiftion, and 
it not, then to ſo many of ſuch Juſtices as ſhall be reſident within ſuch 
excluſive juriſdiction ; and in ſuch caſe, ſuch notice ſo giren by ſuch 
means as aforeſaid, ſhall be as effectual, to all intents and purpoſes, ay 
if the ſame had been given by publick advertiſement, inſerted in any ſuch 
newſpaper as aforeſaid, 5 8 
III. And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that all 
meetings, of any deſcription of perſons, exceeding the number of fifty 
_ perſons (other than and except as aforeſaid), which ſhall be holden 
without ſuch previous notice as aforeſaid, for the purpoſe or on the 
pretext of conſidering of or preparing any petition, complaint, yemon- 
Rrance, declaratationz or other addreſs, to the King, or both Houles, 
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_ proclamation, ſhall be adjudged felony without benefit o 


(.3 1 


or either Houſe of Parliament, for alteration of matters eſtabliſhed in 


Church or State, or for the purpoſe, or on the pretext of deliberating 
on any grievance in Church or State, ſhall be deemed and taken to be 
unlawful aſſemblies. | | 

IV. And be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that if any perſons, 


exceeding the number of fifty, being aſſembled contrary to the pro- 


viſions herein before contained, and being required or commanded by 
any one or more Juſtice or Juſtices of the peace, or by the Sheriff of the 
County or his Under Sheriff, or by the Mayor or other Head Officer 
or Juſtice of the Peace of any City or Town Corporate, where ſuch 
aſſembly ſhall be, by proclamation to be made in the King's name, in 


the form herein-after directed, to diſperſe themſelves, and peaceably to 


depart to their habitations, or to their lawful buſineſs, ſhall, to the 


number of twelve or more, notwithſtanding ſuch proclamation made, 


remain or continue together by the ſpace of one hour after ſuch command 
or requeſt made by proclamation, that then ſuch continuing together to 

the number of twelve or more, after ſuch command or requeſt made by 
£ Clergy, and 

the offenders therein ſhall be adjudged felons, and ſhall ſuffer death, as 
in caſe of felony without benefit of Clergy. 2M 

V. And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that the 

order and form of the proclamation to be made as aforeſaid ſhall be as 

kereafter followeth': (that 1s to ſay), the Juſtice of the Peace, or other 


_ perſon authorized by this Act to make the ſaid proclamation, ſhall, 


among the ſaid perſons aſſembled, or as near to them as he can ſafely 


come, with a loud voice command, or cauſe to be commanded, ſilence 
to be while proclamation is making, and after that ſhall openly and 


with loud voice make, or cauſe to be made, proclamation in theſe words, 
or like in effect: FVV . 8 | 
OUR Sovereign Lord the King chargeth and commandeth all per- 
«> ſons being aſſembed immediately to diſperſe themſelves, and peace- 
© ably to depart to their habitations or to their lawful buſineſs, upon 
© the pains contained in the Act, made in the thirty- ſixth year of King 

* George the third, for the more effeftually preventing Seditious Meet- 


> ings and Aſem blies. : GoD 8 KING. 


VI. And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that in 
caſe any meeting ſhall be holden, in purſuance of any ſuch notice as 
aforeſaid, and the purpoſe for which the ſame ſhall in ſuch notice have 
been declared to be holden, or any matter which ſhall be in ſuch notice 
propeſed to be propounded or deliberated upon at ſuch meeting, ſhall 
purport that any matter or thing by law eſtabliſhed may be altered other- 
wile than by the authority of the King, Lords and Commons, in Par- 
lament afſembled, or ſha}l tend to incite or ſtir up the people-to hatred or 
contempt of the perſon of his Majeſty, his Heirs or Succeſſors, or of 
the Government and Conſtitution of this Realm, as by law eſtabliſhed, 
it ſhall be lawful for one or more Juſtice or Juſtices, or the Sheriff of 
the County where ſuch meeting ſhall be, or for the Mayer or other 
Head Officer, or any Juſtice of the Peace of any City or Town Corporate, 


where any ſuch meeting Mall be, by proclamation, to require or com- 


mand the perſons there aſſembled to diſperſe themſelves ; and if any 
perſons, to the number of twelve or more, being fo required or com- 
manded, by proclamation to be made in the King's name, in the form 
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| herein- before directed, to diſperſe themſelves, and peaceably to depart 


any one or more Juſtice or Juſtices of the Peace, preſent at any meeting 


to their habitations, or to, their :lawful buſineſs, ſhall, to the number 
of twelve or more, notwithitanding ſuch proclamation made, remain or 
continue together by the ſpace of one hour atter ſuch command or re- 
queſt made by proclamation, that then ſuch continuing together to the 
number ot twelve or more, after ſuch command or requeſt made by pro- 
clamation, ſhall be adjudged felony without benefit of Clergy, and the 
offenders therein ſhall be adjudged felons, and ſhall ſuffer death, as in 
cate of fetony without benefit of Clergy. | 

VII. And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that if 


requiring ſuch notice as atoreſaid, ſhall think fit to order any perſon 
or perſons who jhall at ſuch meeting proceed to propound or maintain 


any propoſition for altering any cu by law eſtablithed, otherwiſe than 


by the authority of the King, Lords, and Commons, in Parliament 


aſſembled, or ſhall wilfully and adviſedly make any propoſition, or hold 


any diſcourſe, jor the purpoſe of inciting and ſtirring up the peopie ta 


hatred or contempt of the perſon of his Majeſty, his Heirs or Succeſſors, 


or the Government and Conſtitution of this Realm, as 4 law eſtibiiſhed, 


to be taken into cuſtody, to be dealt with according to law; and in caſe 


the ſaid Juſtice or Juſtices, or any of them, or any Peace Officer acting 
under their or an of their orders, ſhail be obſtructed in taking into 


_ Cuſtody, any perſon or perſons ſo ordered to be taken into cuſtody, 


then and in ſuch caſe it ſhall be lawful for any tuch Juitice or 


Juſtices cherevpon to wake, or cauſe to be m..dz, ſuch proclamation as 


afboref d. in manner aforeſaid; and if ary perſons to the namher 


of twelve cr wore, being reunired or commented hy ſuch prociamation 


to di perſe them lues and peaceablv tv dep 1198 atoreſitd, ſhall, to the 


number of twelve or more, noiwthftendlins wen procizmation made, 


remain or continue together by the {pace of one hour after ſuch come 
mand or requeſt made Sy proclamation, chatten ſuch continuing te- 


gether to the number of twelve or more, after ſuch command or requeſt 
made by proclamai:on, ſhail be adjudged feiony without benefit of 
Clergy, and the offenders therein ſhall be adjudged felons, and thall 


ſuffer death, as in caſe of felony without benefit of Ti-rgyv. 


VIII. And be it further enicted by-the authority afbreſaid, that every 
Juſtice. and Juſtices of the Peace, Sheriff, Under Sheriff, Mayor, and 
other Head Officer af reſaid, is and are hereby authorized and em- 


owered, on notice or knowledge of any ſuch meeting or aſſembly as 
is herein-before mentioned, to reſort to the place where ſuch meeting or 
aſſembly ſhell be, or ſhall be intended to be holden, or to any part 
thereof, nd there to do, or order or cauſe to be done, all ſuch Acts, mat- 
ters, 2nd things, as the caſe may require, which they are hereby enabled to 


do, or order to be done, or which they are otherwiſe by law enabled 


to do, or ordered .to be done ; and it ſhall be lawful for all and every 
Juſtices of the Peace, Sheriff, Under Sheriff, Mayor, and other Head 
Oſkcer as afofeſaid, to take and require the aſſiſtance of any number 
of Conſtables or other Officers of the Peace, within their reſpective 


diſtricts, or within the diſtrict or place wherein every ſuch meeting as 


herein- before mentioned {hall be hoiden ; which Conſtables and other 


Officers of the Peace are hereby required to attend accordingly ſuch 


Juſtices, Sheriff, Under Sheriff, Mayor, or other Head Otficer reſpec- 


tively, and to give ſuch aſſiſtance as ſhall be neceſſary for the due exccu- 


tion of this Act. 
IX. And 
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IX. And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that if ſuch 


perſons ſo aſſembled as aforeſaid, or twelve or more of them, after any 
proclamation made in manner aforcſaid, ſhail continue together, and 
not diſperſe themſelves within one hour, that then 1t ihall and may be 
lawful to and for every Juſtice of the Peace, Sheriff, or Under Sheriff 


of che County where ſuch aſſembly ſhal be, and alſo to and for every 


high or pe ty Conſtable, and other Peace Officer within ſuch County, 


and alſo to and for every Mayor, Juice of the Peace, Sheriff, and 


other head Officer, high or petty Conſtable and other Peace Ofhcer, of 
any City or Town Corporate where ſuch aſſembly ſhall be, and to and 
for ſuch other perlon or perſons as hal be commanded to he aſſifting 


unto any ſuch Juſtice of the Peace, Sheriff or Under Sheriff, Mayor, or 
other head Officer aforeſaid, who are hereby authorized and empowered 


to command all his Majeſty's ſubjed s, of age and ability, to he athiting. 
ro them therein, to ſeize and apprehend, and they are hereby required 


to ſeize and apprehend, ſuch perſons fo aſſembled, and continuing toge- 


ther after proclamation made as afcreſaid, and forthwith g carry the 


perſons ſo apprehenged before one or more of his Majeliy's Jnſtices of 
the Peace of the County or place where ſuch perſons ſhall be fo appre- 


hended, i order to their being proceeded againſt for ſuch offences ac 
cording to law; and taat if the perſons to aſſembled, or any of them, 
ſhall happen to be killed, maimed, or hurt in the diſperfing, ſcizing, or 


apprehending, or endeayouring to diiperſe, ſeize, or apprehend chem, 
hy reaſon of their reſiſting the perſons ſo diſperüng, ſeizing or appre- 
hending, or endeivouring to diſperſe, ſeize, or apprehend them, that 


then every ſuch Juſtice of the Peace, Sheriff, Under Sheriff, Mayor, 
Head Olhicer, High or Peity Conſtable, or other Peace Othcer, and all 


and ſngular perſons, being aiding and aſſiſting to them or any of them, 
ſhail be free, diſcharged, and indemniticd, as well againſt the King's 
M jeſty, his Heirs and Suceeflors, as againſt all and every other perſon 
and perſons, ot, for, or concerning the killing, maiming, or hurting, 


of any ſuch perſon or perſons ſo aſſer. bled, that ſhall happen to be to 
Killed, 'maimed, or hurt as aforeſaid. | | 


X. Provided always, and be it further enacted by the authority afore- 
aid, That if any perion or perſons do or ſhall, with force ard arms, 
wilfully and knowingly oppoſe, obliruci, or in any manner wittully | 
and kndwingly let, hinder, or hurt, any Juſtice of the Peace, or cther 
perſon authorized as aforelaid, who ſhall attend ary ſuch meeting as 
#forci:id, or who ſhall be going to attend any (uch meeting, or any 


perio.: 6; perſons who ſhall begin to proclaim, or go to preclaim, ac- 


cording to u y proclamation herel:y direèted to be made, whereby ſ:ch_ 
proclamation thall not be made, that then every ſuch oppohng, ob- 
ſtructing, letting, hindering, or hurting, any ſuch Juſtice or cther 


perions 10 authorized as aforeſaid, and fo attending, or going to aitend 


any ſuch meeting, or any ſuch perſon or perſons lo beginning cr going 
to mike any ſuch proclamation as aforeſaid, ſhall be adjudged felony 


without bencfit of Clergy, and the offenders therein ſhall be adjudged 
telons, and ſhall ſuffer death as in caſe of felony without benefit of 


Clergy; and that alſo every fuch perſon or perions ſo being aſſembled as 


 aforetud, to the number of Fifty or more as aforeſaid, to whom any inch 


procla nation as aforcſaid ſhould or ought to have been mode, if the 
{ame had not been hindered as aforeſaid, ſhall likewiſe, in caſe ti ey or 


any of tem, to the number of Twelve or mort, ſhall continue tage- 


ther, and not diſperſe themſelves within One Hour after ſuch 1;t or 
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hindrance ſo made, having knowledge of ſuch let or hindrance ſo made, 
ſhall be adjudged felons, and ſhall ſuffer death as in caſe of felony, 


Without benefit of Clergy; and that alſo, if any perſon or perſons, o 
being at any ſuch aſſembly as aforeſaid, ſhall with force and arms wil- 
fully and knowingly oppoſe, obſtruct, or in any manner wilfully and 


knowingly let, hinder, or hurt, any Juſtice of the Peace, or other ma- 
giſtrate, or any peace officer, in apprehending or takin into cuſtody, 
in execution of any of the proviſions of this act herein- before contained, 
any perion or perſons, or endeavouring ſo to do, that then every ſuch 
oppoſing, obſtructing, letting, hindering, or hurting, ſhall be adjudged 


felony without benefit of Clergy, and the offenders therein ſhall be ad- 
Judged felons, and ſhall ſuffer death as in caſe of felony without benefit 


of clergy. | _ | 

XI. And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That the 
Sheriffs Depute and their Subſtitutes, Stewards Depute and their Sub- 
Fitutes, Jukices of the Peace, Magiſtrates of Royal Boroughs, and all 


other inferior Judges and Magiſtrates, and alfo all Highland Petty Con- 

eace Officers, of any County, Stewartry, City, or 
Town, within that part of Great Britain called Scotland, ſhall have ſuch 
and the fame powers and authorities, for putting this preſent Ac in. 


Kables or other 


execution within Sco:/and, as the Juſtices of the Peace and other Ma- 


giſtrates aforeſaid ref; ectively have, by virtue of this AR, within and 
for the otittr parts of this Kingdom; and that all and every perſon and 
perſons who ſhall at any time be convicted of any of the felonies afore- 
mentioned, within that part of Great Britain called Scotland, 'ſhall for 
every ſuch offence incur and ſuffer the pain of death, and confiſcation 


* 


of moveables. „ 
XII. And whereas certain houſes, rooms, or places, within the cities 


of London and Weſtminſter, and in the neighbourhood thereof, and in 


other places, have of late been frequently uſed for the purpoſe of deli- 


vering lectures and diſcourſes on and concerning ſuppoſed public 


grievances, and matters relating to the laws, conſtitution, and govern- 
ment and policy of theſe Kingdoms, and treating and debating on and 


concerning the ſame; and under pretence thereof lectures or diſcourſes 
have been delivered, and debates held, tending to ftir up hatred and 


contempt of his Majeſty's royal perſon, and of the government and 
conſtitution of this Realm as by law eſtabliſhed : Be it therefore enacted 


by the authority aforeſaid, That every houſe, room, field, or other plice 
where lectures or diſcourſes ſhall be delivered, or publick debates ſhall 
be had on or concerning any ſuppoſed publick grievance, or any mat- 


ters relating to the laws, conſtitution, government, or policy of theſe 
Kingdoms, for the purpoſe of raiſing or collecting money, or any other 


valuable thing, from the perſons admitted, whether ſuch houſe, room, 


eld, or place, ſhall be opened or uſed for any ſuch purpoſe alone, or for 


any ſuch purpoſe together with any other purpoſe, or under whatever 
pretence the ſame ſhall be opened or uſed, to which any perſon ſhall be 
admitted by the payment of money, or by tickets fold for money, or 


in conſequence of his paying or giving, or having paid or given, or 
agreeing thereafter to pay or give, in any manner, any money or other 
thing for or in reſpect of his admiſſion into ſuch honſe, room, field or 


place, unleſs the opening or uſing of ſuch houſe, room, field, or place, 


mall have been previouſly licenſed in manner herein-after mentioned, 
mall be deemed a diforderly houſe or place, and the perſon by whom 
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poſe aforeſaid, ſhall forfeit the ſum of One Hundred Pounds for every 


day or time that ſuch houſe, room, field, or place, ſhall be opened, or 
uſed as aforeſaid, to ſuch perſon as will ſue for the fame, and be other- 
wiſe puniſhed as the law directs in caſes of diſorderly houſes ; and every 
perſon managing or conducting the proceedings, or acting as Modera- 


tor, Preſident, or Chairman, at ſuch<houle, room, field, or place, or 


therein debating, or delivering any diſcourſe or lecture for the purpoſe 


aforeſaid, and alſo every perſon who ſhall pay, give, collect, or receive, 
or agree to pay, give, collect, or receive, any money or other thing, for or 
in reſpe& of the admiſſion of any perſon into any ſuch houſe, room, field, 


or plate, or ſhall deliver out, diſtribute, or receive, any ſuch ticket or 


tickets as aforeſaid, knowing ſuch houſe, room, field, or place, to be 


opened or uſed for ſuch purpoſe, ſhall for every ſuch offence forfeit the 
ſum of One Hundred Pounds to ſuch perſon as will ſue for the ſame, 
XIII. And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that 
any perſon who ſhall at any time hereafter appear, act, or behave him 
or herſelf as maſter or miſtreſs, or as the perſon having the command, 
government, or management, of any ſuch houſe, room, field or place as 
aforeſaid, ſhall be deemed and taken to be a perſon by whom the ſame 
is opened or uſed as aforeſaid, and ſhall be liable to be ſued or proſe- 


cuted, and puniſhed as ſuch, notwithſtanding he or ſhe be not, in fact, 


the real owner or occupier thereof. 


' XIV, And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that it 5 
ſhall be lawful for any Juſtice or Juſtices of the Peace, or Chief Magiſ- 


trate reſpectively, of any County, City, Borough, or Place, who ſhall 
by information upon oath, have reaſon to ſuſpect that any houſe, room, 


field, or place, or any parts or part thereof are or is opened or uſed 
for the purpoſe of delivering lectures or diſcourſes, or for public de- 
bate, contrary to the proviſions of this Act, to go to ſuch hovie, room, 
or place, and demand to be admitted therein; and in caſe ſuch Juſtice 


or Juſtices, or other Magiſtrate, ſhall be refuſed admittance to fuch 


houſe, room, field, or place, or any part thereof, the ſame ſhall be 


deemed a diſorderly houſe or place, within the intent and meaning of 
this Act; and all and every the proviſions herein- before contained 


reſpecting any houſe, room, field, or place, herein-hefore declared to 
he a diſorderly houſe, or place, ſhall be applied to ſuch houſe, room, 
field, or place, where ſuch admittance ſhall have been refuled as atore- 


Jaid, and every perſon refuſing ſuch admittance ſhall forfeit the ſum of 
One Hundred Pounds to any perſon who ſhall fue for the ſame. 
XV. Provided always, and be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, 


that it ſhall be lawful for any Juſtice or Juſtices of the Peace, or Chief 
Mlagiſtrate reſpeCtively, of any County, City, Borough, or Place, 


where any ſuch houie, room, or other building, ſhall be licenſed as atore- 
{aid, to go to ſuch houſe, room, or building ſo licenſed, at the time of 


delivering any ſuch lecture or diſcourfe therein as aforeſaid, or at the 
time appointed for delivering any ſuch lecture or. diſcourfe, and de- 


mand to be admitted therein; and in cafe ſuch Juſtice or Juſtices, or 


other Magiſtrate, ſhall be refuſed admittance to ſuch houſe, room, or 


building, the ſame ſhall be deemed, notwithſtanding any ſuch licence 
as aforeſaid, a diſorderly houſe or place, within the meaning of this 


Act; and all and every the proviſions herein-before contained, ret. 
petting any houſe, room, field, or place, herein-before declared to be 
2 dilorderly houſe or place, ſhall be applied to ſuch houle, room, or 


build. 
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kjndrance ſo. made, having knowledge of ſuch let or hindrance ſo made, 
ſhall be adjudged felons, and ſhall ſuffer death as in caſe of felony, 


without benefit of Clergy; and that alſo, if any perſon or perſons, ſo 
being at any ſuch aſſembly as aforeſaid, ſhall with force and arms wil- 
fully and knowingly oppoſe, obſtruct, or in any manner wiltully and 


knowingly let, hinder, or hurt, any. Juſtice of the Peace, or other ma- 


giſtrate, or any peace officer, in opprovending or taking into cuſtody, 
in execution ot any of the proviſions of this act herein-before contained, 


any perlon or perſons, or endeavouring ſo to do, that then every ſuch 


oppoſing, obſtructing, letting, hindering, or hurting, ſhall be adjudged 


felony without benefit of Cler gy, and the offenders therein ſhall be ad- 
| Ne ed felons, and ſhall ſuffer death as in caſe of felony without benefit 
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XI. And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That the 
Sheriffs Depute and their Subſtitutes, Stewards Depute and their Sub- 
Kitutes, Jukices of the Peace, Magiſtrates of Royal Boroughs, and all 
other inferior Judges ap Magiftreths, and alfo alt Highland Petty Con- 
. | Mcers, of any County, Stewartry, City, or 
_ Town, within that part of Great Britain called Scotland, ſhall have ſuch 
and the ſame powers and authorities, for putting this preſent A& in. 
exkcution within Scotland, as the Juſtices of the Peace and other Ma- 
1ltrates aforeſaid reſ ectively have, by virtue of this AR, within and 
| F this Kingdom; and that all and every perſon and 
perſons who ſhall at any time be convicted of any of the felonies afore- 
mentioned, within that part of Great Britain called Scotland, 'ſhall for 
ce incur and ſuffer the pain of death, and confiſcation. 


ſtables or other Peace 


every ſuch offen 
of moveables. 


XII. And whereas certain houſes, rooms, or places, within the cities 


of London and Weſtminſter, and in the neighbourhood thereof, and in 
other places, have of late been frequently uſed for the purpoſe of deli- 
vering lectures and diſcourſes on and concerning ſuppoſed publick 


grievances, and matters relating to the laws, conſtitution, and govern- 


ment and policy of theſe Kingdoms, and treating and debating on and 
concerning the ſame; and under pretence thereof lectures or diſcourſes 


have been delivered, and debates held, tending to ſtir up hatred and 


contempt of his Majeſty's royal perſon, and of the government and 
conſtitution of this Realm as by law eſtabliſhed: Be it therefore enacted 
by the authority aforeſaid, That every houſe, room, field, or other place 


where lectures or diſcourſes ſhall be delivered, or publick debates fhalt 


de had on or concerning any ſuppoſed publick grievance, or any mat- 


ters relating to the laws, conſtitution, government, or policy of theſe 


Kingdoms, for the purpoſe of raiſing or collecting money, or any other 


valuable thing, from the perſons admitted, whether ſuch houſe, room, 
eld, or place, ſhall be opened or uſed for any ſuch purpoſe alone, or for 
any ſuch purpoſe together with any other purpoſe, or under whatever 


pretence the ſame ſhall be opened or uſed, to which any perſon ſhall be 


admitted by the payment of money, or by tickets fold for money, or 
in conſequence of his paying or giving, or having paid or given, or 


agreeing thereafter to pay or give, in any manner, any money or other 


thing for or in reſpe& of his admiſſion into ſuch honſe, room, field or 


place, unleſs the opening or uſing of ſuch houſe, room, field, or place, 


mall have been previouſly licenſed in manner herein-after mentioned, 
mall be deemed a diforderly houſe or place, and the perſon by whom 


ſuch houfe, room, field, or place, ſhall be opened or uſcd for the pur- 
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poſe aforeſaid, ſhall forfeit the ſum of One Hundred Pounds for every 


day or time that ſuch houſe, room, field, or place, ſhall be opened, or 
uſed as aforeſaid, to ſuch perſon as will ſue for the ſame, and be other» 
wiſe puniſhed as the law directs in caſes of diſorderly houſes ; and every 
perſon managing or conducting the proceedings, or acting as Modera» 


tor, Preſident, or Chairman, at ſuch<houle, room, field, or place, or 


therein debating, or delivering any diſcourſe or lecture for the purpoſe 
aforeſaid, and alſo every perſon who ſhall pay, give, collect, or receive, 


or agree to pays give, collect, or receive, any money or other thing, for or 


in reſpect of the admiſſion of any perſon into any ſuch houſe, room, field, 


or plate, or ſhall deliver out, diſtribute, or receive, any ſuch ticket or 


tickets as aforeſaid, knowing ſuch houſe, room, field, or place, to be 


| opened or uſed for ſuch purpoſe, ſhall for every ſuch offence forfeit the 


ſam of One Hundred Pounds to ſuch perſon as will ſae for the ſame, 


XIII. And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that 
any perſon who ſhall at any time hereafter appear, act, or behave him 
or herſelf as maſter or miſtreſs, or as the perſon having the command, 


government, or management, of any ſuch houſe, room, fieldor place as 


aforeſaid, ſhall be deemed and taken to be a perſon by whom the ſame 
is opened or uſed as aforeſaid, and ſhall be liable to be ſued or proſe- 


cuted, and puniſhed as ſuch, notwithſtanding he or ſhe be not, in fact, 
the real owner or occupier thereof. | "3 wg 


XIV. And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that it 
ſhall be lawful for any Juſtice or Juſtices of the Peace, or Chief Magiſ- 


trate reſpectively, of any County, City, Borough, or Place, who ſhall 
by information upon oath, have reaſon to ſuſpect that any houſe, room, 


field, or place, or any parts or part thereof are or is opened or uſed 


for the purpoſe of delivering lectures or diſcourſes, or for public de- 


| bate, contrary to the proviſions of this Act, to go to ſuch hon ſe, room, 
or place, and demand to be admitted therein; and in caſe ſuch Juſtice 
or Juſtices, or other Magiſtrate, ſhall be refuſed admittance to fuch 


houſe, room, field, or place, or any part thereof, the ſame ſhall be 


_ deemed a diſorderly houſe or place, within the intent and meaning of 
this Act; and all and every the proviſions herein-beiore contained 
reſpecting any houſe, room, field, or place, herein-betore declared to 


he a diſorderly houſe, or place, ſhall be applied to ſuch houſe, room, 


field, or place, where ſuch admittance ſhall have been refuled as afore- 
ſaid, and every perſon refuſing ſuch admittance ſhall forfeit the ſum of 


One Hundred Pounds to any perſon who ſhall ſue for the fame. 


XV. Provided always, and be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, 


that it ſhall be lawful for any Juſtice or Juſtices of the Peace, or Chief 
Magiſtrate reſpeCtively, of any County, City, Borough, or Place, 


where any ſuch houſe, room, or other building, ſhall be licenſed as atore- 


ſaid, to go to ſuch houſe, room, or building ſo licenſed, at the time of 


delivering any ſuch lecture or diſcourfe therein as aforeſaid, or at the 


time appointed for delivering any ſuch lecture or, diſcourte, and de- 
mand to be admitted therein; and in caſe fuch Juftice or Juſtices, or 


other Magiſtrate, ſhall be refuſed admittance to ſuch houſe, room, or 


building, the ſame ſhall be deemed, notwithſtanding any ſuch licence 


as aforeſaid, a diſorderly houſe or place, within the meaning of this 


Act; and all and every the proviſions herein-before contained, ref. 
petting any houſe, room, field, or place, herein-before declared to be 
a dilorderly houſe or place, ſhall be applied to ſuch houſe, room, or 
| . „ | build- 
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buildin . fo licenſed as aforeſaid, where ſuch admittance ſhall have 


been refuſed as aforeſtid; and every p:rrſon refuſing ſuc“ adnittance 


ſhall forfeit the ſum of One Hundred Pounds to any perſon who will 


-  fne for the ſame, _. | 


XVI. Provided nevertheleſs, and be it enacted by the authority afore- 


ſaid, that it ſhal! be lawful for two or more Juſtiees of the Peace of 
the County, City, Town, or Place, where any houſe, room, or other 
building ſhall be, which any perſon ſhall be deſiro''s to open for any 


of the purpoſes aforeſaid, by writing under their- hands and- ſeals, at 


their General Quarter Seſſions of the Peace, or at any Special Seſſion to 
be held for the particular purpoſe, to grant a licence to any perfon or 
- perſons deliring the ſame, to open ſuch houſe, room, or other building; 
tor the purpoſe of delivering for money any Tuch lectures or diſcourſes: 


fat aforeſaid, on any of the ſubje&ts aforefaid, the fame being clearly 
expreſſed in ſuch licence, for which licence a fee of one ſnihing, and no 


more, ſhall be paid, and the ſame ſhall be in force for the ip:ce of one 
year, and no longer, or for any leſs ſpace of time, therein to be ſpe. 
_erfied ; and which licence it ſhall be lawful for the Juſtices of the fame 


County, City, Town, or Place, at any General Qn-rter Seſſions of 
the Peace, to revoke and declare void and no longer in force, by any 
order of ſuch Juſtices, a copy whereof ſhall be delivered to or ſerved 
upon the perſon to whom the ſaid licence ſo revoked ſhall have been 


XVII. And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that any 
perſon entitled to any of the forfeitures aforefaid may ſue by action of 


debt in any of his Majeſty's Courts of Record at Weftmirfter, or in the 


Courts of Juſticiary or Exchequer inWFeotland, when he cauſe of action 


mall ariſe in Scotland, in which action it ſhalk be ſ1fficient to declare 


that the defendant is indevted tô the plai tiff in the ſum of 
5 being the ſum demanded hy the ſaid action) 
being forfeited by an Act, made in the thirty-ixth year f the reign of 


his Majeſty King George the Third, intituled, An Ad for the more ef. 
JTectually Fee Seditious Meetings and Aſſemblies; and the plaintiff, 
if he ſha! 

vided alſo, that if any action or ſuit ſhall be brought againſt any per- 
fon for any thing done in purſuance and in execution of this Act, the 


recover in any fuch action, ſhall have his full cofts : Pro- 


defendant may plead the general iſſue; and if a ver/li&t ,;afs for the de- 


ſendant, or the plaintiff diſcontinue his or her action, or be nonſuited, 


= 


or judgment be given againſt the plaintiff, then ſuch defendant ſhall have 
treble coſts. | | 1 | | 


XVIII. Provided alſo, That nothing in this A&R ine halt be 


conſtrued to extend to any lectures or diſcourſes to be delivered in any 
of the Univerſities of thele kingdoms, by any member thereof, or any 


_ perſon authoriſed by the Chancellor, Vice Chancellor, or other proper 


othcers of ſuch Univerſities reſpectively. | 


XIX. Provided alſo, and be it a&ened, That no payment made to 
any ſchoolmaſter or other perſons by law allowed to teach and in- 
ſtruct youth, in reſpe& of any lectures or diſcourſes delivered by ſuch. 
ſchoolmaſter, or other perſon, for the inſtruction only of ſuch youth. 


as ſhall be committed to his inſtruction, ſhall be deemed a payment of 


money for admiſſion to ſuch lectures or diſcourſes within the intent and 


XX, 


grand, or ſhall be left at the houſe, room, or building, for which 
fuch licence ſhall have been granted, and thereupon ſuch licence ſhail 
ceaſe and determine, and be thenceforth utterly void and of no effect. 


( 9 ) | 


16 an 


to take away or abridge any 1 ion already made by the law of this 
Realm, or of any part thereof, for the ſuppreſſion or puniſhment of any 
offence whatſoever deſcribed in this Act. ; | 
XXI. And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That this 
Act hall be openly read at every Epiphany Quarter Seſſions of the Peace, 
and at every leet or law day. | | 
XXII. Provided always, That no perſon ſhall be proſecuted by 
virtue of this Act, unleſs ſuch proſecutions ſhall be commenced within 
ſix calendar months after the offence committed; and no action ſhall 
be brought for any of the penalties by this Act impoſed, unleſs the. 
- fame ſhall: be brought within three calendar months next after the of- 
| fence committed. | | 8 . 
XXIII. Provided alſo, That this Act ſhall commence and have effect 
within the city of London, and within twenty miles thereof, from the 
day next after the day of paſſing this Act, and ſhall commence and have 
effect within all other parts of the kingdom, from the expiration of ſeven 
days next after the day of paſſing this Act, and ſhall be and continue in 


of the then next ſeſſion of Parliament. 
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Ex, Provided alſo, That nothing in this act contained ſhall be deemed 


force for three years from the day of paſſing this Act, and until the end 
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States that bis dutiful Lords and Commons conſidering the Outrages at the 


Commencement of the Seſſions going to and from the Parliament, 


24s AND thereſore, calling to mind the good and wholeſome proviſions 


which have at different times been made by the wildom of Parlia- 


ment for the averting ſuch dangers, and more eſpecially for the ſecurity 


and preſervation of the perſons of the Sovereigns of theſe Realms, do 
moſt humbly beſeech your Majeſty that it may be enacted; and be it 
enacted by the King's moſt Excellent Majeſty, by and with the advice 
and conſent of the Lords Spiritual and 'Temporal, and Commons, in 
this preſent Parliament afſembled, and by the authority of the ſame, 
That if any perſon or perſons whatſoever, after the day ot the paſſing of 


this Act, during the natural life of our Moſt Gracious Sovereign Lord 
the King, (whom Almighty God preſerve and bleſs with a long and 


proſperous reign), and until the end of the next Seſſion of Parliament 


after a demiſe of the Crown, ſhall, within the Realm or without, com- 
Pall, imagine, invent, deviſe, cr intend death or deſtruction, or any 
zodily harm tending to death and deſtruction, maim or wounding, im- 
priſonment or reſtraint, of the perſon of the ſame our Sovereign Lord 
the King, his heirs and ſucceſſors, or to deprive or depoſe him or them 


from the tile, *honcur, or kingly name, of the imperial Crown of this 
Realm, or of any other of his Majeſty's dominions or countries; or to 
| levy wer aguinſt his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, within this Realm, 


in order, by force or reſtraint, to compel him or them to change his or 


their meaſures or counſels, or in order to put any force or conſtraint 


upon, or to intimidate, or overawe, both Houſes, or either Houſe of 
Parliament; or to move or ſtir any foreigner or ſtranger with force to 


invade this Realm, or any other his Majeſty's dominions or countries, 


under the obeiſance of his Majeity, his heirs and ſucceſſors; and ſuch 
compathings, imaginations, inventions, devices, or intentions, or any of 


them, ſhall exprels, utter, or declare, by publiſhing any printing Of 


writing, 


eiſen ders. 


q ( 11 ) 
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writing, or by any overt act or deed; being legally convicted thereof, 


upon the oaths of two lawful and credible witneſſes, upon trial, or other- 


: 


Viſe convicted or attainted by due courſe of Law, then every ſuch perſon 
and perſons, ſo as aforeſaid offending, ſhall be deemed, declared, and 


adjudged, to be a traitor and traitors, and ſhall ſuffer pains of death, 
and alſo loſe and forfeit as in cafes of high treaſon. 8 
II. And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That if any 


| perſon or perſons within that part of Great Britain called England, at | 
any cinta fob | 
| Years from the day of paſſing this Act, and until the end of the then 


rom and after the day of the paſſing of this Act, during Three 


next Seſſion ot Parliament, ſhall malicioully and adviſedly, by writing, 


printing, preaching, or other ſpeaking, expreſs, publiſh, utter, or de- 
_ clare, any words or ſentences to incite or ſtir up the people to hatred or 
*contempt of the perſon of his Majeſty, his Heirs or Succeſſors, or the 


Government and Conſtitution of this Realm, as by law eſtabliſhed, then 
every ſuch perſon and perſons, being thereof legally convicted, ſhall be 


liable to ſuch puniſhment as may by law be inflicted in caſes of high miſ- 
demeanors; and if any perſon or perſons ſhall, after being ſo convicted, 


offend a ſecond time, and be thereupon convicted, before any Commiſ- 
fion of Oyer and Terminer, or Goal Delivery, or in his Majeſty's Court 
of King's Bench, ſuch perſon or perſons may, on ſuch ſecond convic- 
tion, be adjudged, at the diſcretion of the Court, either to ſuffer ſuch 


. puniſhment as may now by law be inflifted in caſes of high miſdemea- 
vors, or to be baniſhed this Realm, or to be tranſported to ſuch place, 


as ſhall be appointed by his Ma;eſty for the tranſportation of offenders: 
which baniſhment or tranſportation ſhall be for ſuch term as the Court 
may appvint, not exceeding ſeven years | | 

III. And be it. further enacted, That if any offender or offenders, 


Pho ſhall be ſo ordered by. any ſuch Court as aforeſaid to be baniſhed, 
the Realm, or tranſported beyond the ſeas, in manner aforeſaid, ſhall 


de afterwards at large within any part ot the Kingdom of Great Britain, 
without ſome lawful cauſe, before the expiration f the term for which 


ſuch offender or oftenders ſhall have been ordered to be baniſhed or tranl- 


ported beyond the ſeas as aforeſaid, every ſuch offender being ſo at large 
as aforetaid, being thereof lawfully convicted, ſhall ſuffer death, as in 
caſes of felony without benefit of Clergy ; and ſvch offender or offenders 
may be tried, either before Juſtices of Aſſize, Oyer and Terminer, Great 
Seſhons or Gaol Delivery, for the County, City, Liberty, Borough or 
Place were ſuch offender or offenders ſhall be apprehended and taken, cr 
trom whence he, the, or they, wis or were ordered to be baniſhed or 


tranſported ; and the clerk of Aſſize, clerk of the Peace, or other clerk 


or officer of the Court having the cuſtody of the records where ſuch 
orders of baniſhment or tranſportation ſhall be made, ſhall, at the requeſt 


ot the proſecutor, or any other perſon on his NMajeſty's behalf, make out 
and give a certificate, in writing, igned by him, containg the effect and 
ſubſtance only (omitting the formal part) of every indictment and con- 
viction of ſuch offender or offenders and of the order for his, her, or their 
banithment or tranſportation, to the Juſtices of Aſſize, Oyer and Ter- 


miner, Great Seſſions, or Gzol Delivery, where ſuch offender or offen- 

ders ſhill be indicted (not taking for the fame more than two ſhillings 
and fixpence) ; which certificate ſhall be ſufficient proof of the con- 
viction and order jor baniſhment or Wauſpo-tation of iuch offender or 
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preſent Act, Mall for any thiſderneanor incur any the penalties berein- 


* * [4 * 
” C RY E _— * 1 + bf " 4 * 
7 5; r OTE 8 5's 
f W's Rds 8 F Wh "+ ; © 5 
6, c \ * 19 9 IS + 
1 4 5 2s 8 & * 
* . 7 6 | * F 
6 * \ 5 . 
8 ; % 2 * ** C 
. 1 Y 8 x _ a 7 ; 
— WG 1 « hy 
þ — 
* 


#8: 5 * | | 

Fa | 34 8 0 | V4 

3 E ; 3 

CRIES SS arr.) 
. * * - ( 12 5 


Proyided always, That n perſon or perſons, by virtue of this 


106 efore mentioned, unleſs he; the, or they be proſecuted within tix 


calendar months next after the offence conimitted, and the proſecution 


© brought to trial or judgement within the firſt Term, Sittings, Aſſizes, 


or Sefſions, in which, by the courſe of the Court wherein ſuck proſecu- 
tion thall be depending, the profecutor could bring on fuch trial, or 


cauſe ſuch judgement to be, entered, or in the Term, Sittings, Aſſizes, 


vr Seffion, which ſhall next enſue, unleſs the Court in which ſuch pro- 


ſecution ſhall be depending, or before which ſuch trial ought to be had, 
ſhall, on ſpecial ground ſtated by motion in open Court, think fit to 


enlarge the time for the trial thereof, or unleſs the defendant ſhall be 
-- proſecuted to or towards an outlawry z and that no perſon ſhall, upon 
© trial be convicted by virtue of this Act, for any miſdemeanor, but by 
- the gaths of two credible witneſſems. | 
V. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That all and every 
0 8 or perſons that ſhall at any time be accuſed, or indicted, or pro- 
ecuted, for any offence *made or declared to be treaſon by this Act, 


mall he entitled to the benefit of the Act of Parliament, made in the 


ſeventh year of his late Majeſty King William the third, intituled, 
An AR for regulating Trials in caſes of Treaſon and miſpriſion of 
Freaſen; ard alſo to the proviſions made by another Act of Parliament, 
paſſed in the ſeventh year of her late Majeſty Queen Anne, intituled 


' An Adt for improving the Union of the tavo Kingdoms, 


VI. Provided alſo, and be it enatted, That nothing in this AR con- 


- tamed ſhall extend, or be conſtrued to extend, to prevent og affect any 
proſecution by information or indictment at the common law, for auy 

offence within the proviſions- of this Act, unleſs the party ſhall have 

Veen firſt proſecuted under this Act. | 
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